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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Covid-19 Update for April 2022  
 
I wanted to write to update you with regard to Covid-19 in Rotherham. We know that 
Covid-19 is still having a significant impact in the Borough and I want to share the 
current position and provide you with updated Public Health advice now that we have 
moved into the next phase of pandemic management under the government’s Living 
with Covid strategy. Our aim is to support the people of Rotherham to Live Safely with 
Covid, and to minimise the continuing impact of the pandemic. 
 
We are currently in the midst of a significant wave caused by the BA.2 sub-variant of 
Omicron, which is proving to be highly transmissible. The ONS Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
Infection Survey estimates that 7.4% of the local population were infected with Covid-
19 in the week ending 26th March, with rates still rising.  This is just over 1 in every 14 
people, slightly below the England Average of 7.56%.  
 
Vaccination has enabled the removal of many of the restrictions we have been living 
with during the pandemic and has reduced the level of harm being seen. However the 
removal of those restrictions means that Covid-19 is spreading more quickly than ever 
and there are still currently 116 people in Rotherham Hospital with Covid, with 1 patient 
requiring Intensive Care. 
 
Achieving high levels of vaccine coverage, and keeping up to date with boosters that 
are offered is a key part of Living Safely with Covid, and I urge you to take up all doses 
offered for yourselves and for your children. We know that many children in the 12-15 
year old age group who were infected in the first Omicron wave had to delay 
vaccination and are now approaching 90 days post infection, the point at which they 
can be vaccinated (NB for those aged 16 plus vaccination can be given 28 days post 
infection).  
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If your child is in this group they will have missed the in-school offer of vaccination, but 
rest assured there is still vaccine available for them through Rotherham CCG’s vaccine 
programme. The Table below shows current vaccine uptake rates for 12-15 and 16-17 
year olds, highlighting the opportunity for improvement. 
 

Age 
Band Dose 1 Dose 2 Booster 1 
12 to 15 61.8% 36.1%   
16 to 17 71.0% 55.6% 24.3% 

 
 
Vaccination for 5-11 year olds with clinical risks has been offered since January, and 
this has now been extended to healthy 5 to 11 year olds rom 1st April. Parents of 5 to 
11 year olds will receive a letter from the NHS with further information on the vaccine. 
 
Whilst high uptake of vaccination is a core part of Living Safely with Covid, it is also 
important to continue with some of the wider measures to control transmission. Most 
important is reducing the presence of infectious individuals within schools, workplaces 
and childcare settings by ensuring those displaying symptoms of Covid-19 or other 
respiratory infections remain at home for at least 5 days or until symptoms have passed. 
Where people are continuing to test the same should apply to anyone testing positive 
for Covid-19. 
 
Whilst Covid-19 rates locally remain high it is also advisable to continue to take 
precautions and to follow the Hands, Face, Space, Ventilate guidelines.  
 
With the removal of restrictions and testing requirements we will continue to see 
outbreaks in the borough. We hope that the above guidance is helpful to you and that 
you and your families continue to live safely with Covid. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
Ben Anderson Nathan Heath 
Director of Public Health Assistant Director: Education and Inclusion 
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